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THE GIRLS’ BRIGADE IRELAND

INTERNATIONAL AWARD

The International Award was introduced in The Girls’ Brigade Ireland in 1975/76 and awarded for the first time in 1977/78.  The last time the award was presented was in 1990/91 and four of the girls who achieved the award during that time are still members of The Girls’ Brigade today.

Some three years ago Joan Darling and myself travelled to Northern Ireland for the International Day of Prayer and the presentation of the Queens Awards, which is equivalent to our International Award.  We were amazed that almost 100 girls were presented with their awards that day.  This spurred us on to encourage girls to undertake the award in The Girls’ Brigade Ireland.

We were delighted that in 2009 five girls registered to do the award who were:
Lesley Dobson

  
  7th Co. Dundrum Methodist

Amy Jolley


  7th Co. Dundrum Methodist

Tanya Chapple


22nd Co. Kill o’ the Grange

Caroline Durneen

40th Co. Manorhamilton

Emma Stephenson

40th Co. Manorhamilton

The award is quite varied and teaches some new skills to the participants.  Topics the girls covered included cross stitch, pottery, artwork, projects, power point presentations, community service, company service, study paper on Our Nation and The Girls’ Brigade internationally and initiative tests.  One of the initiative tests was a feasibility study on the accessibility of wheelchairs in public places.  This proved an interesting and rewarding exercise.

The programme concluded with an interview conducted by our President, Margery McElhinney, Rev Suzanne Harris and myself.

We are delighted that three girls have already registered to commence the award in September of this year and hopefully a few more will come forward.

I would like to thank Joan Darling, Margery McElhinney and Joan Nicoll for all their help and assistance over the past two years.

Finally, I would like to thank the girls for undertaking the award and we are delighted to announce that all five girls were successful and deserve our congratulations.

Hazel Ensor

Commissioner

