The Girls’ Brigade Ireland
Presentation to our Vice Patrons 
by 
Margery McElhinney, National President
It was following on from last year’s International Council of The Girls’ Brigade Conference that a suggestion was made to the National Board that it would be wonderful if The Girls’ Brigade Ireland recognised the tremendous lifelong dedication and support given by 2 of our Past Presidents.
It was unanimously agreed that the title of Vice Patron should be bestowed on these great ‘GB Girls’ – in recognition of the lifetime of work they have done within, and for, the organisation – work which did not cease when their Presidential term of office ceased.  The ‘GB Girls’ I speak of are, of course, Barbara Carson and Joan Darling.
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When Barbara took on the role of National President of GB she brought about a great change to the role and became what we all called a ‘working president’ not just a figurehead – her lifelong deep involvement within the organisation continued and flourished to the benefit of us all.

Joan succeeded Barbara as National President and continued this concept of a ‘working president’ bringing to the role her vast understanding, knowledge and love of all things GB.

How very sad we all were to hear of Barbara’s illness towards the end of last year and so with the agreement and support of her family she was presented with her Vice Patron’s Brooch before Christmas.  I will hold that occasion always in my heart – it was very special.  Barbara was so pleased to know that she had been thought of in this way by the organisation she loved so much and was so proud. With Barbara with us, I know, in spirit, we are here today to bestow on Joan that same honour.

[image: image2.jpg]


Since moving to Ireland from the UK many years ago, Joan has spent her life involved in GB in so many roles –
As Mum to her daughter Karen who was a member in the Irishtown Company, making costumes for displays etc. then as a Lieutenant.

Extension Secretary when Miss Hall was Secretary and the first company Joan opened was the 26th Co. St. Maelruain’s Tallaght with Carol Fox as Captain followed by the 27th Co. Sutton/Howth, 28th Co. St. Patrick’s Greystones and the 29th Co. St. Andrew’s Malahide, and as Captain of 14th Co. Clontarf Parish for 10 years.  Then Joan, along with Ethel Carroll,  travelled to Donegal and companies were opened there.
When Miss Hall passed away Joan was appointed Assistant Secretary under Miss Kennedy, the Secretary for All Ireland, and then in 1991 as National Secretary when we became independent of the North, culminating as National President from  2003 – 2009.

I know that many of us her today have been mentored and helped in so many ways by Joan, as I have, and it is only right and fitting that she should be honoured by us in this way.  It gives me great pleasure to ask Joan to accept the title of Vice Patron of The Girls’ Brigade Ireland – given with our deepest gratitude and love.

